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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL(OAG)?

Voters created an independent Office of the Attorney General to provide high-quality legal
representation to the District government and protect the public interest.
The Attorney General serves the residents and government of the District of Columbia as their
chief legal officer. OAG conducts the city’s law business and provides independent and
objective advice to District agencies, the Mayor, and the Council of the District of Columbia.
OAG defends the public interest of the District’s residents; protects vulnerable residents;
prosecutes some adult misdemeanors and all juvenile offenses; promotes restorative justice
for juveniles; protects consumers and taxpayers, and defends the District in lawsuits,
handling a caseload of tens of thousands of matters per year.
OAG is a net revenue-generating agency for the District.
With a Fiscal Year 2015 local budget of approximately $55 million, OAG brought in
significantly more to the District’s treasury last year than the agency cost:
o OAG’s work directly led to the District receiving settlements and judgments totaling
more than $113 million (per OCFO’s December 2015 Revenue Certification Letter).
o OAG generated nearly $6 million in tax collections and administrative fees;
o OAG preserved nearly $70 million in tax revenue for the District by successfully
defending appeals;
« And OAG avoided lawsuit liability for the District of well over $500 million.

WHAT IS OAG REQUESTING IN FISCAL YEAR 2017?

OAG’s estimated Fiscal Year 2017 local budget is approximately $65.7 million.

It is important to note that OAG’s budget comprises less than one percent of the District’s
total budget, which is more than $13 billion.

The budget we have requested for Fiscal Year 2017 is necessary to fund OAG at Fiscal Year
2016 service levels and represents an additional $6.7 million for 36 full-time equivalent
positions (FTEs) and other vital services.

Some examples of what these investments would do for the District are:

« Protecting Taxpayers and Workers: Approximately $3.3 million of OAG’s budget
request would support additional attorney, paralegal and investigator positions and
technology and infrastructure upgrades that would enable OAG to better enforce the
District’s laws and defend the District against an increased caseload of lawsuits. These
positions include making permanent two temporary tax attorneys who last year retained
$16 million in tax revenue for the District and who are projected to retain an additional
$11 million this year, and hiring two attorneys and two investigators to enforce the
Wage Theft Prevention Amendment Act of 2014, which will help protect the rights of
District workers.
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« Some examples of what these positions would do for the District are (cont.):

o Bringing Pay Parity to OAG: OAG can and should be the nation’s premier public law
office. Our attorneys and staff do incredible work; in order to retain them and to
continue to recruit and train top talent, we must be able to compensate them
accordingly. However, budget constraints have prevented OAG from maintaining legally
required attorney pay parity with federal agencies. Approximately $2 million of OAG’s
Fiscal Year 2017 request would help restore and sustain pay parity.

« Building Safer Communities and Protecting Vulnerable Residents: Approximately
$1.2 million of OAG’s budget request would support 12 additional attorneys and staff
to protect the District’s most vulnerable and at-risk residents, including seniors, those
with mental health issues, and young people at risk of becoming involved with the
juvenile justice system. For instance, approximately $310,000 of OAG’s budget request
would support two staff attorneys and a paralegal to focus on protecting seniors who
are victims of elder abuse. Other investments would bolster OAG’s capacity to preserve
affordable housing and protect tenants’ rights.

« Protecting Consumers and Engaging the Community: Approximately $78,000 of
OAG’s budget request would support additional staff focused on consumer scams and
two additional community-outreach specialists to focus on identifying and addressing
other community needs.

« OAG also requests that the cap on the Council-created Litigation Support Fund be increased
from $1.5 million to $5 million. This money would:

o Support OAG’s responsibility to protect the public interest by underwriting expenses
associated with prosecuting or defending litigation on behalf of the District of
Columbia;

o Enable our attorneys to compete on a more level playing field in cases in which OAG
attorneys and staff go up against well-funded attorneys representing large multi-
million-dollar corporations;

o Augment OAG’s ability to investigate and try major cases.

WHY IS OAG’S 2017 BUDGET PROPOSAL LARGER THAN THE AGENCY'’S 2016 BUDGET?

o OACG’s independence brings expanded responsibilities for engaging with the public and
responding to residents’ concerns. But in Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016, OAG was funded at
essentially the same level as it had been as an agency subordinate to the Executive.

o At more than 200 community meetings and events over the past year, the Attorney General
and OAG’s new Office of Community Engagement has identified many problems facing District
residents which OAG, if provided the proper resources, could help rectify.

e Increased funding is necessary to properly address these community concerns through
additional attorneys and staff and better technological resources.

e Furthermore, OAG can and should be the nation’s premier public law office, but to do so OAG
must compensate them competitively and in a manner that achieves parity with the federal
government.
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