DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS
FOR A
SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT

CONTRACT NO:   


DCCB-2024-C-0017
CAPTION:   



Child Support Guidelines Review
PROPOSED CONTRACTOR:    
Center for Policy Research





    FINDINGS 

1. 
AUTHORIZATION:

D.C. Official Code § 2-354.04, PPRA Section 404, 27 DCMR §5032 
2. 
MINIMUM NEED:

The Office of the Attorney General, Child Support Services Division (CSSD) requires the contractor to complete services originally contracted under contract DCCB-2020-C-0003.  The Contractor will provide a thorough review of the District of Columbia’s current Child Support Guidelines and make recommendations on how these guidelines can be improved on an accelerated schedule.  The review work, preparation of legislation, and submission through the District’s internal approval process must be completed in sufficient time prior to the District’s requirement to submit the legislative changes to the Federal Office of Child Support Enforcement by 12/31/2024. 
3.
BACKGROUND
Contract DCCB-2020-C-0003 was awarded March 10, 2020 for a period of one year with a one year option period.  Due to delays beyond the control of the parties, the contractor was unable to complete the required services.  The inability to complete the required services was a function of multiple factors, which included the global pandemic, the lack of a quorum on the commission due to unfilled vacancies, and because an essential employee separated from the contractor’s organization. 

The contract was further extended for two additional years.  However, the services could still not be completed because the District has not filled vacancies on the commission pursuant to D.C. Code § 16-916.01.  The commission is charged with reviewing the Child Support Guideline and recommending to the Mayor amendments to the Child Support Guideline.

3. 
ESTIMATED REASONABLE PRICE:

The total amount to complete the requirements is $42,110.50.

4. 
FACTS WHICH JUSTIFY SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT:
A. There were excusable delays that prevented the contractor from completing the required services.

B. The federal government’s deadline under the COVID (Stafford Act) extension is 12/31/2024.  If commission’s work is not completed CSSD could potentially/ultimately lose federal incentive funds and matching dollars for falling out of compliance with the requirements of Title IV-D of the Social Security Act and the CFR.  The District does not have an alternate source for funding to fully support CSSD work.
C. If another contractor is hired it could further delay the process, as the ROP process could take several months, and a new contractor may require additional time to research, review, and to become acclimated with the D.C. Statutes and data before they can even begin the analysis.  Therefore, The Center for Policy Research is the only available source that can complete the required services by the due date.
5. 
CERTIFICATION BY PROGRAM MANAGER:


I hereby certify that the above findings are true, correct and complete.

2/26/2024



Andrea Johnson

____________________

________________________________


Date




Andrea Johnson

Program Manager
6. 
CERTIFICATION BY CONTRACTING OFFICER:

I have reviewed the above findings and certify that they are sufficient to justify the use of the sole source method of procurement under the cited authority. I certify that the notice of intent to award a sole source contract was published in accordance with 27 DCMR 5032.4 and that [no response was received] [the response received was rejected because _______].  
Based on the above findings and in accordance with the cited authority, I hereby determine that there is only one source for the required service and that OAG is justified in awarding the proposed contract through noncompetitive negotiation. 
____________________

_____________________________


Date




Contracting Officer


