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Introduction

Good afternoon, Chairwoman Pinto, Members of the Council, and District residents.
[ am Brian Schwalb, and I have the privilege of serving as the District of Columbia’s
Attorney General. This year, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) marks a
major milestone: ten years of serving the District and its residents as an independent
office led by an elected Attorney General.

It’s worth pausing for a moment to remember how we got here. In 2010, over 75%
of District voters overwhelmingly approved a charter amendment to establish an
independent, elected Attorney General, marking a significant change in District self-
governance, and bringing the District of Columbia in line with the majority of other
states across the country that also have independent, elected attorneys general. Four
years later, DC voters elected the first independent Attorney General in the District’s
history. In doing so, District residents entrusted a chief law officer, accountable
directly to them, with the awesome obligation to build and lead a first rate law office
to represent, advise, and defend the interests of the District and the public.

For the past decade, OAG has successfully taken on diverse, challenging, and
consequential work—winning lawsuits, settling landmark cases, protecting our most
vulnerable neighbors, fighting for the rights of DC residents, and delivering bottom-
line positive financial results for the District. OAG has become the top-notch law
firm that the District and its residents had hoped for and deserve. Our office has
prioritized cases with the greatest potential to improve the lives of DC residents—
protecting seniors, workers, tenants, and consumers. We are responsive, proactive,
and nimble. We hold bad actors accountable and ensure that all businesses in DC,
including small local businesses, compete on a level playing field.

Against that history and framework, 1’d like to share briefly some of the exceptional
results that OAG professionals achieved in FY24 and the first four months of FY25.
I will focus on two key measures of OAG’s performance. First, there is OAG’s
quantitative return on investment. OAG again last year generated substantial
revenues while avoiding and minimizing massive financial exposure. These
measurable financial benefits far exceed OAG’s annual budget. Second, there are
OAG’s qualitative contributions to promoting safer, stronger, healthier communities
across all eight Wards—contributions to the quality of life in the District which
cannot be easily quantified.



Return on Investment

Since becoming an independent agency, OAG has secured hundreds of millions of
dollars in judgments and settlements for the public interest from affirmative
enforcement actions and has saved the District billions of dollars through defensive
litigation and advice. Our affirmative public interest work provides tangible benefits
to harmed, often vulnerable District residents, and also results in substantial financial
recoveries. We not only generate funds for the District’s general budgetary needs,
but are also able to self-fund programs such as Cure the Streets and ATTEND, staff
our divisions with additional high quality lawyers and professionals, and afford the
critical litigation support services necessary to operate as a high performance law
firm that can go toe-to-toe with any private law firm in the country. It bears
emphasizing that, because of the successes we are realizing in our affirmative and
enforcement litigation, we can do all of this without requiring additional local funds.

Just a few examples:

e We secured $3.75 million from construction firm Power Design for
misclassifying and denying sick leave to construction workers, the District’s
largest-ever workers’ rights award.

e We protected District seniors from the predatory practices of home renovation
company Curbio, which was running a scheme that trapped homeowners,
including many senior citizens, in deceptive, onerous contracts. This action
resulted in the recovery of $7.5 million in restitution and penalties.

e We secured $40 million from Michael Saylor under the District’s False Claims
Act for defrauding the District out of millions of dollars in income taxes by
falsely claiming not to be a District resident.

e Since October 2023, we have recovered over $14 million through an array of
consumer protection actions, and our consumer mediation program was not
only able to promptly address numerous issues confronting District residents
but also to return $1.1 million to District consumers.

e We secured over $1 million to improve housing conditions at a 410-unit Ward
7 apartment complex.

In addition to our affirmative enforcement litigation, OAG continued last year to
successfully defend the District against lawsuits that exposed it to hundreds of
millions of dollars of liability.



e Our Civil Litigation Division handled over 940 cases in FY24—more than a
20% increase from FY23—and, despite that increased caseload, successfully
avoided over $300 million in potential liability.

e Our Tax and Finance Section defended challenges to over $66 billion in
assessed property values, allowing the District to retain over $180 million in
real property taxes against claims for refund.

Ensuring Safer, Stronger, Healthier Communities

OAG’s advocacy also contributes directly to building safer, stronger, healthier
communities across the District. We accomplish this by taking a comprehensive
approach to protecting the public.

Prosecuting Misdemeanors and Juvenile Crime: Last calendar year, the District saw
an overall decrease in violent crime from 2023. I am proud that OAG, in direct
partnership with you and this Committee, as well as MPD and other District and
federal law enforcement partners, contributed to a 35% decrease in violent crime and
a 15% decrease in crime overall, making 2024 the year with the lowest annual crime
rates in DC in over three decades.

Our line attorneys in our Public Safety Division prosecute every serious violent
offense when we have the evidence to do so. Last year, we saw increases in both our
criminal and juvenile prosecution rates:

e The number of adult misdemeanor prosecutions handled by our Criminal
Section increased by 38% to over 3600 cases.

e Our Juvenile Section papered and prosecuted more than 84% of the violent
juvenile offenses MPD brought to our office, and 76% of all arrests presented
to us, amounting to the highest papering rates in at least 5 years.

Prosecution and policing play an important role in making sure that young people
are held accountable when they commit crimes. We have continued to work closely
with MPD to ensure that we have sufficient, admissible evidence to meet our proof-
beyond-a-reasonable doubt burden and, as our papering rates reflect, we do not shy
away from prosecuting difficult cases. But as you have recognized, prosecution, by
definition, occurs after a crime has occurred, and so we also need to focus on
preventing crime before it happens. That is how we improve public safety in the long
run. And while juvenile crime makes up a very small percentage of overall crime in
the District, and an even smaller percentage of overall violent crime, there are still
too many young people who are committing crimes. That is not acceptable.



Disturbingly, too often, even after we have prosecuted youth and they have been held
accountable with commitment to the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services
(DYRS), they are subsequently arrested and found responsible for another offense.
Last year, we focused on curtailing the unacceptably high youth recidivism rate,
introducing the ROAD Act—a bill, unanimously passed by Council, that requires
DYRS to more effectively identify and provide young people the rehabilitative
services that are critical to decreasing recidivism. We look forward to further
discussing our focus on juvenile justice at the upcoming oversight hearing before the
Committee on Youth Affairs.

Combatting Gun Violence: There are too many illegal guns in the District fueling
too much gun violence. At OAG, we are using all the tools available to us to drive
down gun violence. We are prosecuting all gun cases where we have sufficient
evidence to do so. We are defending against numerous constitutional challenges to
our common-sense gun safety laws. We are continuing to invest in violence
interruption programs, supporting ten Cure the Streets (CTS) sites across six Wards.
And we launched an anti-violence, credible messenger campaign, #FutureMeDC, in
partnership with the American Psychiatric Association Foundation, aimed at
reaching District youth at risk of becoming justice involved.

Making Roadways Safer: OAG i1s committed to making the District’s streets safer
for all road users—cars, bikers, and pedestrians. As you know, traffic deaths in the
District have risen to historically high levels with more than 50 people killed in
vehicular accidents in each of the past two years. In FY24 and FY25 to date, our
Criminal Section papered 94% of Reckless Driving cases and secured convictions
in two criminal traffic cases that resulted in death. This month, we filed the first three
cases under the Council’s recently enacted STEER Act against Maryland drivers
who repeatedly drove recklessly through the District, broke our traffic laws, amassed
hundreds of speeding and red-light tickets, and then snubbed their noses at paying
the resulting tens of thousands of dollars in fines. By aggressively enforcing the
STEER Act, we are letting all drivers know that they will face financial
consequences if they don’t slow down and drive safely.

Attacking Crime in and Around Businesses and Homes: Last year, OAG created a
new position—Special Counsel for Nuisance Abatement—to increase our capacity
to address residential and business properties presenting a risk to public safety.
During FY24 and FY25, OAG investigated nearly 150 nuisance complaints. Often,
we were able to resolve cases without filing suit. In one such case involving Ivy City
Hotel, after a series of violent crimes, OAG worked to secure an agreement with the
hotel owners to improve safety measures in and around the building.



Starting at the end of August 2024, our Civil Enforcement Section has been working
closely with MPD and the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration
(ABCA) to shutter 20 illegal, unlicensed cannabis shops.

Supporting Families and Healthy Kids: Family stability is critical to creating and
maintaining community safety. In FY24 and FY25 to date, Family Services Division
attorneys helped 187 children exit from foster care, reunifying nearly 50% of them
with their families. To ensure that custodial parents are better able to support their
families, last year OAG also collected $47 million in child support payments.
Additionally, we filed cases against Meta and TikTok for knowingly inflicting
physical and psychological harm on District children through social media platforms
designed to keep kids glued to their screens, and we took on companies selling
addictive and dangerous nicotine products to kids.

Providing Access to Quality, Safe, Affordable Housing: In FY24 and FY25, we have
continued to invest in advancing safe, affordable housing in the District, and in
January, we restructured our housing work to bring even greater synergies and
strategic alignment across the many different OAG workstreams that impact the
District’s housing stock and housing market. In FY24 and FY25, our Consumer
Mediation Program received nearly 900 complaints related to landlord/tenant
disputes. Frequently, those complaints not only result in the prompt fixing of a
particular problem—Iike a tenant immediately getting heat or running water turned
back on—but also help us identify patterns or repeat bad actors so that we can pursue
investigations and impact advocacy. Recently, we brought two lawsuits against a
notorious District slumlord for horrific housing code violations, illegal construction,
and defrauding the District’s Rapid Rehousing Program.

Protecting Consumers from Deceptive and Fraudulent Practices: Unfortunately,
there are too many unscrupulous businesses that use predatory, fraudulent schemes
to exploit District residents, including seniors. Last year, we continued to focus on
holding accountable companies that unlawfully prioritize profits over people. For
example, we stopped a company that was preying on foreign teachers coming to
teach in DC schools by lying about its affiliation with the State Department, charging
improperly high fees to the teachers, and threatening them with deportation when
they were unable to pay. The settlement we obtained ended this company’s illegal
practices and resulted in thousands of dollars in restitution for the teachers.

Protecting District Workers: OAG also aggressively enforces the District’s wage and
hour laws, protecting employees from wage theft and ensuring that all businesses



compete on a level playing field. Protecting workers is good for business and good
for workers, and particularly at a time when so many District residents are struggling
to afford living here, we are committed to making sure that workers receive every
penny they have earned.

Pursuing Institutional Excellence: We could not achieve these successes without our
investigators and support team within the Support Services Division. Nor could we
achieve these results without the legal counsel and advice of our Legal Counsel
Division (LCD). In FY24 and FY25 to date, LCD provided legal sufficiency review
for approximately 730 bills and rulemakings, 50 memoranda of understanding and
similar agreements, and 185 confidential requests for legal advice.

Conclusion

We appreciate the opportunity that the oversight process provides us to share with
this Committee and with the public the varied and extensive work OAG has done
over the past year, and to reflect on how we can continue to improve. As an
independent agency, accountable directly to DC residents, we hold ourselves to the
highest standards of excellence as we strive to fulfill our obligations to protect and
defend the District, uphold the public interest, and serve everyone who lives, works,
and visits here.

Together with my colleagues, Chief Deputy Attorney General Seth Rosenthal and
First Assistant Attorney General Lauren Cooper, I look forward to answering your
questions.



